Youth, Arts, Community, Pride, Ownership

This is what the PCI Plaza project is all about.
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Providing Youth and the Community with a gathering
place — a place for community roots to grow strong.
Where history can be celebrated with accomplish-
ments and famous Portage citizens honoured. Where
performance arts can be held. A place for outdoor
sculptures, mosaics, and metal art work. Even poetry
could be displayed on/in plexiglass displays. The
opportunities are endless. A great place for an out-
door art gallery/outdoor stage.

I am hoping that if we involve enough people,
especially students, in the creation of this, we will
provide them with ownership and pride and therefore
have fewer problems with vandalism.  Students
through ArtsSmarts could create theme based mosaic
murals for the verticals on the tiered seating and birds
flying on the chain link fence around the tennis
courts. They cold pick out or create quotes to live by
tfor the surface of the pathway and create artwork for
display on the big, black, EPCS gym wall — possibly
an illuminated metal sculpture.  Poetry could be
displayed on vertical display boards. Along the edges
of the pathways, we could list Portagers’ achieve-
ments and famous people from the area — Portage
accomplishments....pride in the community.

If we can incorporate some of the making of this
into classroom study for the building trades, the new
welding area, concrete class, electronics....great.
History projects....marketing class....that would be
fantastic.



l PCl PLAZA What it will Mean to the Communtity
A Place to CELEBRATE our Successes

A Gathering Place
for Students

Students need a place to
call their own,a place they
can develop as well as
take ownership and
pride. A place to expand
social skills.

A Place to
Celebrate History

Along Pathways, famous
Portagers, and their
Achievements could be
recognized. Mosaics and
Murals could be
developed around these
themes

A Place for
Arts & Culture
(ArtsSmarts)

A continually evolving
outdoor art gallery and
stage. A place to promote
many talents.

Open and visible to the
public.
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PCl Plaza - Cultural Hub of Portage la Prairie

Culture of “the Arts” takes on many forms; painting, writing, pottery, sculptures,
streetscapes, memorials, sport, dance, music, theatre. It is a way for individuals and
communities to express and engage themselves with family, friends and their
neighbourhoods, their communities. Culture can be used to renew or revitalize .t can
build community pride and idenitity, sirengthen bonds, improve quality of life on all
socioeconomic levels and engage children and youth in education and their environment.
Culture can be the catalyst for positive change, engaging all ages. Diversity can be
embraced through culture, building trust and understanding. And culture can act as the
economic engine that drives municipalities toward growth and prosperity

For more information on what has been proposed and how you might help
please dlick on this link— www.pciplpsd.ca or e-mail, yjcuthbe@mis.net

For other sites with related information check out —

www.creativecity.ca www.nucleus.com/ ™ capes
www.cape.web.org www.arts.on.ca

' www.artstarts.ca www.artssmarts.ca







